
BARBIE CONTRAST  
    CONTRA 
    CONTRASTS 
BARBARA LESSING 
BARB R     L E S  N  
 
WITH SOUND BY SOHO REZANEJAD 
 
ART DREAM FOUNDATION. AUGUST 2020 
 
Barbie Contrasts is an experimental art project combining spontaneous installations by London-based artist Barbara Lessing produced and captured during 
lockdown, with sound of musician, vocalist and composer Soho Rezanejad. Selected from the experiment with an algorithmic playlist, The Barbie Contrasts 
uses Rezanejad’s sounds from the Six Archetypes (2018) in combination with Lessing’s series of photographs captured continuously by one phone camera.  
 
Lessing’s signature work is transported and recreated in a new dimension used to reflect the current climate of uncertainty and fear. The artist has produced 
this series of photographs in response to this crisis and to give form to her preoccupations with death and what the future holds.  
 
Barbara Lessing stopped working in mid March to isolate in the countryside with her daughter and her family. She didn’t have her own space to work, so 
decided to use her granddaughter’s barbies (mostly broken) which have played an important part in many of her works. 
 
She was a painter until the end of the 1990s, living in Lisbon showing her semi-abstract landscape paintings mainly in commercial galleries. The public going 
to see the work, in her opinion, were the small minority of the educated cultural elite. She felt at that time she wanted to try and reach a wider audience. A 
‘popular’ appreciation of art led her on the path to using objects, usually cheap and plastic (not yet considered such a polluting material) found in very popular 
one Pound/Euro shops springing up all over Lisbon. She hoped this work would be interesting and relate more to people than oils hanging in an art gallery. 
 
Barbie Contrasts is a dynamic recreation and adaptation of Lessing’s creative process in isolation which we also make use of to contrast our experience in 
working with art within the walls of the digital. Unable to escape them we decided to challenge our expectations of both exhibiting and reimagining of the art 
form.  
    
Barbie Contrasts is brought in a mode of exhibition that does not define a physical space or format. It provides an experience to explore the work of the artist, 
the art process and its associations with the social, economic and political fabric of the world.  
 
 
In the course of reimagining and identifying ways to deliver the initial work produced by Lessing, we considered a number of sounds that would best 
complement this project. We trusted algorithms and they led us to Soho Rezanejad’s the Six Archetypes (2018). In addition to being big fans of Rezanejad’s 
musical catalogue, her sounds together with Lessing’s work translated into a powerful statement. 


